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In the initial stage, the Government did not take strong action.
But as the peasants5 firmness showed no signs of wavering, the
authorities resorted to coercion. The officials sold their cattle
and seized whatever movables they could lay hands on. Penalty
notices were served, and standing crops were attached. This un-
nerved the peasants., some of whom paid up their dues, while others
desired to place safe movables in the way of the officials so that they
might attach them to realize the dues.
With a view to steeling the hearts of those who were frightened,
Gandhi advised the people to remove the crop of onion from a field,
which had been wrongly attached. Mohanlal Pandya volunteered to
remove the crop from the field and in this seven or eight men joined
him. They were convicted and sentenced. Peasants besieged the
court on the day of hearing. A procession escorted the convicts to
jail, and on that day Mohanlal Pandya earned from the people the
honoured title of "Dungli Chor", "onion thief".
After about four months9 struggle, the campaign came to an
unexpected end. The marnlatdar of the Nadiad taluk sent Gandhi
a word that if well-to-do patidars paid up, the poorer ones would be
granted suspension. The collector informed Gandhi that the orders
declaring suspension in terms of the mamlatdar's letter had already
been issued.
Gandhi accepted the conditions of the Government. The people's
pledge had been fulfilled as it had the same objects. Meetings were
held, some to greet the satyagrahis released from jail, some to
celebrate the victory and many more to do honour to Gandhi. At a
meeting held on July 27 Gandhi., welcoming the released satyagrahis,
said: "We stand on the threshold of a twilight—whether morning or
evening we know not. One is followed by the night, the other heralds
the dawn. If we want to see the dawning day after the twilight and
not the mournful night, it behoves every one of us who are Home
Rulers to realize the truth at this juncture, to stand for it against
any odds and to preach and practise it at any cost unflinchingly.
Only will the correct practice and truth entitle us to the name of
Home Rulers."
In reply to an address, GandH said: "A servant of the people
cannot accept honours. One who has made service his religion, can-
not lust for honour; the moment he does so, he is lost, I, therefore,
beseech you that if you want really to do me honour, do not give

